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Early Years and Foundation Stage Policy
General Statement
‘Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their potential…a child’s experience in the early years has a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its own right and it provides the foundation for children to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up.’ 

Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2017
Aims:
The Foundation Stage sets out to:

· Challenge and set high exceptions for learning.

· Present the children with a structured programme of activities which is responsive to the needs of individuals, nurturing learning across the seven areas of learning within the Early Goals. 
· Provide a secure, stimulating and challenging learning environment in which children are encouraged to learn and play independently.

· Develop knowledge, skills and enjoyment in all areas of experience, building on prior learning.

· Plan activities and experiences in response to the assessment of individual children’s progress, using the B squared assessment tool, the Foundation Stage Profile and individual MAPP targets. 

· Establish effective partnerships with parents and carers. 
The Foundation Stage Curriculum
There are seven areas of learning and development that shape learning and development in the Early Years setting. There are three prime areas, which are seen to underpin all of the basics and support the other four specific areas of the curriculum. 
The Prime Areas of Learning and Development 

1. Personal, Social and Emotional Development: involves helping children to develop positive relationships, develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings. 
2. Communication and Language: involves giving children the opportunity to speak and listen in a range of situations and be engaged in a language rich environment.  

3. Physical Development: involves providing the opportunities for children to be active and interactive, developing their co-ordination and control and making healthy choices in relation to food.  
The Specific Areas of Learning and Development 

4. Literacy: This involves encouraging children to read and write and to be interested and motivated by a range of texts. 
5. Mathematics: involves supporting children to develop their understanding of the number system, develop skills in counting and simple addition and subtraction problems and to describe shape and measure. 
6. Understanding of the World: involves guiding children to making sense of their world and their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment.  

7. Expressive Arts and Design: involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials, as well as providing children with the opportunities for sharing ideas, thoughts and feelings through art and design, music, dance and drama. 
Characteristics of Effective Learning 
Also fundamental to our practice is to reflect on the different ways in which children learn. This will be assessed using the Characteristics of Effective Learning which are: 
( Playing and exploring – engagement. Children investigate and experience things and events around them and ‘have a go’.
( Active learning – motivation.  Children concentrate and keep trying if they experience difficulties, as well as enjoying what they achieve. 
( Creating and thinking critically – thinking.  Children have and develop their own ideas, make links between different and experiences and develop strategies for doing things.

Planning and Curriculum:
Each area of learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful play and a mix of both adult-initiated and child-initiated activity. The learners follow very personalised and individual pathways that are differentiated according to their potential, progress and ability level. This flexibility and personalised approach in the curriculum enables staff to respond to individual circumstances and learner’s needs throughout their learning journey. This ensures that learners engage in learning physically, socially, emotionally and intellectually and that they have a breadth of not only knowledge and skills, but of life skills too. 
Planning process

1. Whole school planning is taken from the National curriculum when appropriate to ensure that the termly theme reflects the knowledge and skills required by learners are up to date and that they are challenging.  
2. Medium term planning may focus on a specific topic of learning under the theme heading. This then identifies broad learning intentions for all seven areas of learning. 

3. Short term planning shows specific learning intentions, supporting activities and daily organisation. It identifies in more detail personalised curriculum needs and assessment and opportunities for observation, which then feeds back into future planning.

Direct Teaching: At specific times in the day the children will take part in an activity that is teacher led. Such sessions include rhyme time or story time, 1:1 intervention, intensive interaction as well as teaching new skills to support their learning within the classroom environment. All direct taught sessions are carefully planned and tailored for each group or individual using previous assessments of the children’s knowledge, skills and ability. 
During child initiated activities the adults’ role is to show an interest in the children’s ideas, build conversation, facilitate and share ideas and model different skills. Such interaction with the children is essential as this helps to build the children’s understanding and therefore guides new learning. This ensures that planning in Foundation Stage is a continuous process, involving planning, observing and assessing. 

Learning through play in the Foundation Stage 

Learning through play underpins our approach to teaching and learning in the Foundation Stage. Play is essential for children’s development, building their confidence and developing tolerance of those working beside them. We embrace the fact that young children learn best from activities and experiences that interest and inspire them to learn. Children are able to practise skills, build upon and revisit prior learning and experiences at their own level and pace. Play enables children to negotiate roles, communicate, investigate and explore their concepts and ideas. Adults take an active role in child initiated play through observing, modelling, facilitating, teaching and extending play, skills and language.
Observation and Assessment

Assessment, recording and reporting of progress is an essential and important part of the Early Years for children’s learning and development. Assessment takes a variety of forms in order to gain an understanding of each child’s level of understanding. These can be through observations, photographic evidence, examples of work and parental conversations. Assessment occurs throughout any taught session as well as during free flow times when children are embedding and extending any previous learning. These assessments will then be used to shape and adapt any future learning. 

At the start of both Nursery and Reception children are assessed to determine a baseline for their future learning using the B Squared assessment tool or MAPP tool depending on individual needs. Judgements will be based on the observations of children during activities and play.  The results are discussed with parents at the child’s Annual Review Meeting. This assessment enables staff to plan and prepare learning experiences to support and develop a child’s understanding. The Foundation Stage Profile, the end of year assessment of children’s achievements in all areas of learning, is a statutory report. Observational evidence and samples of children’s work throughout the school year will be used to assess children as ‘emerging’, ‘expected’ or ‘exceeding’ based on their understanding and achievement of the Early Learning Goals set out in the EYFS curriculum. Parents/carers will be given information of their child's achievements in a written report at the end of the Summer term. 
Assessment is ongoing throughout the year. B squared targets are updated least every term and more so if required. Evidence of children’s progress and achievement is collected through: observations which may be both formal or informal and of a targeted child or a group, questioning and interaction where appropriate, samples of work and talking to parents and colleagues. 
Reporting to Parents

Within the early years of a child’s learning and similarly throughout every stage, communication takes place on a regularly planned basis and additionally whenever parents or staff feel the need to do so. The individual learning needs of children attending The Grove School are complex with progress being dependent upon personalised approaches to support cognitive, physical, social and emotional development as well as to progress learning dispositions and skills.

Children’s progress is reported on a more formal basis through a written School Report which contributes to the Annual Review of Statement meetings. These meetings provide an opportunity to discuss children’s work, share information concerning all aspects of the child’s development and progress and most importantly to agree new targets for the child for the forthcoming year. Through the support of multi–disciplinary teams and our school nurse we work closely with parents supporting in the areas for which additional partnership working would be beneficial. 
Equal Opportunities

We are aware of the importance of ensuring that all children receive equality of opportunity at The Grove School. We aim to:

· challenge gender issues and racism

· avoid the use of stereotypes in books and resources

· choose resources which promote positive role models

· encourage all children to access a wide variety and type of resource

· develop reflective thoughtful and caring individuals who are accepting of everyone’s uniqueness being supportive and helpful to others.

· encourage respect for all members of the school community

· teach children about a variety of cultures, faiths and festivals and encourage children to share their own experiences with adults and peers

· provide resources which reflect our multi-cultural and multi-faith society

Safeguarding & Welfare 

We understand that we are legally required to comply with welfare requirements as stated in the Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage 2017. 

( To provide a setting that is welcoming, safe and stimulating where children can grow in confidence; 

( Promote good health; 

( Manage behaviour effectively in a manner appropriate for the children’s stage of development and individual needs; 

( To ensure that all adults who look after the children, or who have unsupervised access to them, are suitable to do so; 

( Maintain records, policies and procedures required for the safe efficient management of the setting and to meet the needs of the children. 

It is important to us that all children in the school are ‘safe’. We aim to educate children on boundaries, rules and limits and to help them understand why they exist. We provide children with choices to help them develop this important life skill.
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