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Citizenship

Aims and objectives

Citizenship enables children to become healthy, independent and responsible members of society. We encourage our pupils to play a positive role in contributing to the life of the school and the wider community. We ensure that they experience the process of democracy in school through the school council and in ways that are appropriate to their developmental needs. We teach them about rights and responsibilities and about important social skills such as sharing, helping others and taking responsibility for themselves and their environment. Children learn to appreciate what it means to be a positive member of a diverse multicultural society.

The aims of Citizenship are to enable the children to:

•know and understand what constitutes a healthy lifestyle;

•be aware of safety issues;

•have respect for others and understand what makes for good relationships with others;

•be independent and responsible members of the school community;

•be positive and active members of a democratic society;

•develop self-confidence and self-esteem, and make informed choices regarding

personal and social issues;

•develop good relationships with other members of the school and the wider

community.

Teaching and learning style

We use a range of teaching and learning styles across the school to promote Citizenship across all developmental stages. We encourage the children to take part in a range of practical activities that promote active citizenship, e.g. fundraising, engaging in the school council to plan school events and supporting children to develop relationships through their work and play.  We encourage children to make their own informed decisions and to take and share responsibility both independently and as a group. 
Curriculum Planning

We teach Citizenship in a variety of ways. In some instances, we teach Citizenship as a discrete subject and in other cases we introduce Citizenship through other subjects, e.g. when discussing topical issues or discussing personal views and opinions on an issue. We develop Citizenship through activities and whole-school events, e.g. the school council representatives from each class meet regularly to discuss school matters. On trips and residential visits, we create a wealth of opportunities to develop co-operative skills.

Foundation Stage

We teach Citizenship in the Foundation Stage classes as an integral part of

the topic work covered during the year. Our teaching in Citizenship matches the aim of developing a child’s Personal, Social and Emotional Development as set out in the ELGs and in individual Mapp and B Squared targets. 
Assessment and recording

Teachers assess the children’s work in Citizenship by making informal judgements as they observe them during both taught lessons and during less structured times in the day. 
